Lt. Watada at the Jan ®8/artin Luther King Rally
Thank You, Lt. Watada

Jennifer Ayers

For the past seven months, the greater Puget Sour]
community, as well as the entire nation, has been
intrigued with Lt. Ehren Watada and his public szfto
go to Irag and serve his country in a war he viaw/s
illegal and morally wrong. Many do not know therma
behind the uniform or why he feels the way thatbes,
or truly understand what the consequences arador h
actions against the war in Iraq.

How did Watada, 28, and a graduate from Hawaii
Pacific University get to the point today wherewwsuld
be standing on trial facing up to six years inqmf® This
is a man, who in his childhood was involved in gas
activities such as Little League, soccer teams,exeth
dreamed of being involved in the space program by
attending Space Camp in the seventh grade.

Ehren Watada’s interest in enlisting in the miltar
was fueled by President Bush’s remarks on terroasch
its initial threat to the country’s well-being. VYdda
himself was convinced that terrorists and terroneas
all around. It was through the reflections andezignces
of others who returned from Iraq and their thougtiitthe
motives for going to war that Watada’s perceptibthe
attack on Iraq changed.

Lt. Ehren Watada is the first officer to refuseensl
to go to war. Along with his refusal to suppow tlar,
he is also fighting to uphold his constitutionghts, such
as freedom of speech. Because of his actions,
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

Reception and Book Signing:
"Work, Labor and Social Justice in the Garment

Industry"

Author Kent Wong, Director of UCLA Labor Center and
former president of Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance

Wednesday, February 21, 2007
Rainier Community Center
RSVP: Tracy Lai (206) 919-1261

8th Annual APALA Banguet

6pm — 8:00pm

Building Community......

Saturday, April 20" 5:30pm — 9:00pm
Jerry M. Brockey Conference Center
South Seattle Community College

6000 16th Avenue SW

For more information and RSVP:
admin@apalaseattle.org or (206) 412-5368

2007 S. Nadal Scholarship Application Deadline

Friday, June 15t

(Winners will be notified via mail by Monday, July 2nd)
P.O. Box 19581

Seattle, WA 98109

For more information, visit www.apalaseattle.org

Watada could face a court martial and up to sixsea
in prison. He is charged with “Missing a Movement”
in which he could receive two years in prison, glon
with “Conduct Unbecoming an Officer and
Gentleman” on four different accounts, each reqgiri
one year of jail time, or a total of four years.atAda
will be court martialed based on the fact that he wa
given specific orders and he refused to obey those
orders from his superiors. The judge in Watada's
ruling will not be taking in any considerations ed$n
international law.

Lt. Ehren Watada’s trial in February was
declared a mistrial. A new trial date has beericet
March 19. For more information, please visit
www.thankyoult.org.



